Dayton School Board

609 South Second Street

Regular Board Meeting – 7:00 p.m.

September 5, 2007

Minutes

I. Call to Order 

· Board chair Strohbehn called the regular board meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. Board members present were Diana Ashley, Marchand Hovrud, Jan Strohbehn, and John Laib.  Tamara Fritze was absent and excused.

II. Flag Salute

· Board member Laib led the flag salute.

III. Recognition of Representatives

· None.

IV. Public Comment

· Sherri Flaman noted she was pleased to see Mr. Morgan’s mention in the HS bulletin regarding a college fair.

V. Additions or Changes to Agenda

· Remove Report From Doug Yenney.

· Add AD/Events Manager possibilities, WASL results, and information regarding upcoming levy to Superintendent Stewart’s report.

VI. Consent Agenda

· Board member Hovrud moved to approve the minutes for the August 15, 2007 board meeting; approve warrants numbered 516347 through 516378 in the amount of $12,395.59 for the August bills in the General Fund; approve warrants numbered 516379 in the amount of $4,334.25 for the September bills in the General Fund; approve warrants numbered 6713 through 6714 in the amount of $1,951.00 for the September bills in the ASB Fund; approve warrants numbered 98245 through 98249 in the amount of $2,143.33 for the September bills in the Private Purpose Trust Fund; approve warrant numbered 6316SB in the amount of $53,751.37 for the September bills in the Transportation Vehicle Fund;  approve adding Corey Bell and Tobey Bailey as volunteers for HS football;  accept the resignation of Dawn Peters as Pep Club advisor;  approve hiring Jeff McCann as Knowledge Bowl advisor;  approve hiring Dan Nechodom as Natural Helpers advisor;  approve hiring Bonnie Graham as School Nurse;  approve Paul Ihle and Rachel Hutchens as volunteers for HS Soccer;  approve hiring Shelly Franklin as HS Drama coach.  Motion carried.

VII. Reports 

· Jude Cornaggia – HS Principal – learning improvement day on august 24 developing a HS mission statement as well as working on the advisory process.  The students got off to a good start the first day of school. There are 2 juniors taking Rosetta Stone French and one taking Rosetta Stone Japanese.  The students taking the Rosetta Stone classes have to be very motivated and disciplined to stay on track.  The HS staff has started the three outs rule; which allows the students to be out of class three times without consequences.  Principal Cornaggia noted that the students register their cell phones in case they are needed in an emergency.  Principal Cornaggia reported that three students applied for athletic waiver rulings from the WIAA regarding their athletic activities; the WIAA committee allowed one student to participate.  Three teachers are adding support tailored to students needs in language and math.  The classes meet every other day and have from five to seven students.  These classes are paid for by the Learning Assistance Program Grant and the Promoting Academic Success Grant.  The Transition Mathematics Partnership Program that Walla Walla Community College is doing with Walla Walla High School will expand to include Dayton and other small schools in the area next year.

· Principal Leid noted the Middle School students adapted to their schedules well this year.  The ASB officers for Elementary and Middle School met and will be electing class representatives.   Principal Leid reported that the Elementary Open House was well attended.  Many parents commented that registration at the Elementary went smoothly.   The first day of school at the Elementary went really well.  Principal Leid noted that she is still working on scheduling during lunch so the lines aren’t too long.  The professional development day on August 24 was used to work on curriculum mapping and the second half of the day, teachers from grade K-3 worked on Dibels and teachers from grades 4-6 worked on the MAPs assessment program.  Principal Leid is excited about the 21st Century Grant that we have been awarded for the Elementary school students for an after school program over the next five years.  Board member Hovrud asked about the September 2008 date in Principal Leid’s goal for the curriculum mapping to be ready for parents to review. 

· Superintendent Stewart noted that our first student count day will be Friday; our last count was 504 FTE and we budgeted for 480.  Mr. Stewart inquired about interest in attending the WSSDA regional meeting in Touchet on September 12, 2007, at 6:00 p.m., let Mr. Stewart know if you can attend or not.    Superintendent Stewart noted the WSSDA Conference is November 14-17 in Seattle and he recommends that the board attend.  Board member Hovrud noted that she will not be able to attend the Legislative Conference in Yakima.  Principles of Governance by Miriam Carver September 17 in Walla Walla from 8 am to 3:45 pm. Board members Hovrud and Laib would like to attend and board chair Strohbehn will let Mr. Stewart know if she can attend.  Superintendent Stewart reminded the board that we need to have run a two year Maintenance and Operations Levy.  The resolution would have to be to the Auditor’s Office by December 18, 2007.  Superintendent Stewart recommends the February 19, 2008 with a proposition for the M&O Levy and a second proposition for a Technology Levy.  Since we have technology throughout the District, the students need upgraded equipment to continue the direction we are headed and so that our teachers have good tools.  Superintendent Stewart asked for the boards’ direction regarding the Athletic director position.  The board agreed to advertise for an events manager and leave the Athletic Director with half of the stipend and one period.   Board member Hovrud asked if the senior class did the exit survey, Principal Cornaggia noted that they did that in May.  Mr. Stewart reported on the WASL test information and asked that the board focus on the eighth graders.  This class has improved dramatically due to the interventions of their teachers.  All of the grades scored well and most of the scores are above the state trend line.  Superintendent Stewart compared our scores against Richland’s scores; with our students’ scores being as competitive as the Richland students’ scores.  Mr. Stewart asked the board to thank students and teachers for doing well if they get a chance to.  Board member Hovrud asked why Running Start is considered a problem for the district.  Principal Cornaggia noted that we have three full time and one part time Running Start student at this time.  Superintendent Stewart noted that students and parents are given the positive and negative impacts of participating in the program.  The parents make the ultimate decision as to what the kids get to do.  

VIII. Action Items

· Superintendent Stewart recommends changing the 2007-08 HS LID Day from April 18, 2008 due to a conflict with WASL testing.  Board member Laib moved to table.  Motion carried.
IX. Policies

· First Reading Policies:  5006 – Certification Revocation; 5230 – Job Descriptions; 5251 – Conflicts of Interest; 5280 – Termination of Employment; 6605 – Student Safety Walking to School and Riding Buses; 6690 – Contracting for Transportation; 6882 – Sale of Real Property; 6959 – Acceptance of Completed Project

X. Public Comment

· Mr. Kiefer asked if there are any long term programs for preparing students to take the PSAT test or to alert the students that it is coming up well in advance?  Mr. Kiefer noted that he would be continuing the rewards for the highest test score and as well as a randomly selected score.   Superintendent Stewart noted that there are plans but none that will happen this year.  Mr. Kiefer asked if there would be a Math Team this year and if so when will they start this year?  Principal Cornaggia said there probably would not be a Math Team and Knowledge Bowl will be meeting soon.  Superintendent Stewart noted that we have had a difficult time hiring coaches for academic teams.  Mr. Kiefer asked if the HS would be implementing a weighted grade for AP classes;  Principal Cornaggia said they have talked about it and have not come to any decision yet.

XI. Executive Session

· None.

XII. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for September 19, 2007 at 7 P.M. in the Administration Building Board Room.

Respectfully submitted,

Rich Stewart, Secretary to the Board of Director
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