Dayton School Board

609 South Second Street

Regular Board Meeting – 7:00 p.m.

November 7, 2007

MINUTES

I. Call to Order 

· Board chair Strohbehn called the regular board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Board members present were Tamara Fritze, Marchand Hovrud, Jan Strohbehn, Diana Ashley, and John Laib.  

II. Flag Salute

· Superintendent Stewart led the flag salute.

III. Recognition of Representatives

· None.

IV. Additions or Changes to Agenda

· Add a change of board meeting date for November to action items.

· Add approval of hiring Karen Lytle for the 3 hour Para-pro position to the consent agenda.

V. Consent Agenda

· Board member Fritze moved to approve the minutes for the regular board meeting on October 17, 2007; to approve the minutes for the special board meeting on October 20, 2007; to approve warrant number 516750 in the amount of  $5,081.42 for the November bills in the General Fund; to approve hiring Karen Lytle for 3 hours a day as a Special Education Para-pro; to approve hiring Mark Franklin as the High School Wrestling Coach; to approve the hiring of Tony Henderson as the Assistant High School Boys Basketball Coach.  Board member Hovrud moved to amend the motion by moving the hiring of Tony Henderson to action items with discussion.  Motion carried.  Board member Ashley moved to approve the consent agenda as amended.  Motion carried.

VI. Reports 

· Jude Cornaggia, High School Principal, reported the conferences for grades 7-12 were well attended.  Principal Cornaggia noted that it worked well to have the Middle and High School conferences on the same day as the Elementary conferences.  Principal Cornaggia noted that the upper level conferences focus on the student progress for their grade requirements, as well as their plans for post high school education.  Information was shared from school to parent as well as from parent to school.  Principal Cornaggia noted there were two instances involving harassment issues that were brought to the school’s attention during parent conferences that the school may not have heard about otherwise.  Principal Cornaggia noted the MAPS testing results that were given out at the conferences and parents had a huge level of interest on student scores.  The results raised red flags for some parents and as a result the staff will be working on interventions for those students.  Teachers are working on what is acceptable for behavior and what is not; there is more consistency.  Truancy has been more of an issue this fall; acceptable reasons for absence are illness, medical reasons, religious reasons, and a family emergency.  On November 30, Mrs. Nechodom has arranged for Teen Challenge to present information to our students regarding the use of dreams and goals to keep them on track for life, verses falling into drug use.  On November 14, Mr. Yenney’s chemistry classes will be giving Active Chemistry shows to the fourth grade classrooms and on November 15, the Active Chemistry people are coming in to film Mr. Yenney teaching a session that they will use for in their curriculum training materials.  Harvest Christian is letting us use their facility to host a Knowledge Bowl on November 13.  The High School is having a Veterans’ program which will include a flag raising, singing and the composition of letters to veterans from our area.  Principal Cornaggia introduced Holly Broderick, the Athletic Director, and noted she is a great addition to our staff.  Ms. Broderick reported that we have four teams with academic honors: Soccer, Cross Country, Cheer, and Volleyball; with Cross Country, Cheer, and Volleyball having GPAs of 3.5 or higher. 

· Katie Leid, Elementary and Middle School Principal, reported that researchers have found home work needs to have a purpose and that approximately 10 minutes per grade is appropriate.  Kathy Mason, Elementary teacher, reported there was a 99% turnout for conferences last week and the staff was very pleased with all the parental support.  Mrs. Leid reported on the comments for the Walk to Learning that were received during conferences and noted that there will probably be an orientation next year.  Mrs. Mason shared information about the physical education curriculum and the testing that will be required starting in the spring of 2008.  Mrs. Mason feels the EPEC program, which is standards-based, would be a good program for our elementary and asked the board to approve the EPEC program.  Board member Ashley asked if Mrs. Mason had looked at other programs; Mrs. Mason responded that she had and felt this was the best program and it goes along with the EALRs and GLEs.  Superintendent Stewart asked that the board review the program and allow time for the public to review the program for K-6 grades.  Mrs. Kiefer and Principal Leid have been working on the Highly Capable Program and handed out a revised Gifted and Talented Programs Policy 2190 draft with updated WACS for the program.  The Elementary teachers shared the Policy draft and the student learning plans with parents during the Elementary conferences.   MS ASB is putting on a Veterans’ Assembly Friday, November 9, at 2 pm in the auditorium for the elementary grades.

· Superintendent Stewart introduced Jim Peterson, a board member of Richland School District and new resident of Columbia County.  Mr. Peterson applauded the School District for their 2 Schools of Distinction and parent conference attendance of 99%.  Mr. Peterson noted that the valuation of items such as the windmills affect the Levy Equalization Assistance.  Levy Equalization is money that is given to counties that do not have as high a valuation as some other counties in the State.  When our property value is increased due to new industry, the Levy Equalization money decreases and that cannot be recouped in the same year that it is lost through the levy.  Mr. Peterson noted the state expects you to ask for more money the next time you are able to run a levy to compensate, although this compensation is always behind your loss.  Mr. Peterson suggested several solutions to help alleviate this cash flow lag. Superintendent Stewart asked the board to direct him in the direction they would like him to proceed.  Board chair Strohbehn noted Mr. Peterson has given the board some very interesting information and suggested studying the situation and discussing it further at the next board meeting.  Principal Cornaggia noted the proposed graduation date is May 31, 2008.  Superintendent Stewart asked the board to come in at 6 pm for the WASL presentations on December 5, 2007.  Superintendent Stewart asked if the board was interested in hosting a regional WSSDA workshop in March or April; the board agreed that they would be willing to host the meeting.  Superintendent Stewart noted there is a request to have basketball games on Sunday, December 30, with three teams from Australia.  Mr. Stewart noted the board needs to approve the game because it is on a Sunday.  The board had lengthy discussion on their accountability goals.  Board chair Strohbehn recommended letting her know if there are changes to the goals so she can get them out to the rest of the board and the board can adopt them at the next regular board meeting.  Superintendent Stewart noted that the goals give the administration a direction to move forward and commended the board on keeping an eye on moving forward.  Superintendent Stewart noted that board action is needed to change the board meeting date from November 21 to November 20 at 7 p.m. due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

VII. Action Items

· Superintendent Stewart recommends the approval of the 2008 High School graduation date of May 31 at 1:00 p.m.  Board member Hovrud moved to approve the May 31, 2008 graduation date.  Motion carried.

· Superintendent recommends the approval of a Sunday basketball games with an Australian team on December 30, 2007.  Board member Fritze moved to approve the Sunday basketball games on December 30, 2007.  Motion carried. 

· Superintendent Stewart recommends the approval of changing the regular board meeting date from November 21 to November 20, 2007.  Board member Ashley moved to approve changing the regular board meeting from November 21 to November 20, 2007 at 7 p.m.   Motion carried
· Superintendent Stewart recommends the approval of hiring Tony Henderson as Assistant High School Boys’ Basketball Coach as recommended by the Head High School Basketball Coach and the Athletic Director.  Board member Hovrud asked to go into executive session to discuss personnel issues regarding the hiring of the Assistant High School Boys Basketball Coach.  The board recessed at 9:08 p.m. for a 5 minute break and reconvened at 9:13 in executive session for 15 minutes to discuss the personnel issue regarding the hiring of the Assistant High School Boys Basketball Coach.  At 9:28, Superintendent Stewart announced the executive session would last 30 minutes longer.  The regular board meeting reconvened at 9:55 p.m.  Board member Fritze moved to approve Tony Henderson as the Assistant High School Boys Basketball Coach.  Motion carried with board member Laib and Hovrud casting dissenting votes.
VIII. Public Comment

· Mr. Kiefer asked if the District could use the MAPs testing in the High School to identify areas of weakness in Math and take corrective action while the State develops their plan and the District continues aligning the Math curriculum.  Superintendent Stewart noted we are using MAPs testing for grades 9 and 10, and can look into MAPS for grade 11 and 12.  

· Mr. Peterson noted the MAPs tests usually go through grade 10 because after that the students follow differing Math tracks and the standards are more difficult to set.

· Mrs. Kiefer asked that Math be more institutionalized allowing the pathways be open for Middle School students to take Algebra while in Middle School so that they may pursue an accelerated Math program.  Superintendent Stewart noted the District is looking at ways to do that.  Principal Cornaggia noted we have two 8th grade Math classes and one is accelerated and the other is not.

IX. Executive Session 

· Board chair Strohbehn called an executive session to discuss personnel at 10:00 p.m. and is expected to last 25 minutes.  The board reconvened the regular board meeting at 10:17 p.m. with no action taken.  

X. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned at 10:18 p.m.

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for November 20, 2007 at 7 P.M. in the Administration Building Board Room.

Respectfully submitted,

Rich Stewart, Secretary to the Board of Director
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