Dayton School Board

609 South Second Street

Regular Monthly Board Meeting – 7:00 p.m.

December 19, 2007

Meeting

Board chair Laib called an executive session to order at 5:06 p.m. and to discuss personnel, the superintendent, with no action anticipated.  Board chair Laib reconvened the meeting in open session at 5:57 p.m. with no action taken; board chair Laib called a 10 minute recess before starting the study session at 6:07

The study sessions was called to order at 6:07 p.m.  The topic was communication and accountability, the board’s goals.  The study session ended at 7:00 p.m. and board chair Laib called a 5 minute break.

I. Call to Order  

· Board chair Laib called the regular board meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Board members present were Tamara Fritze, Jan Strohbehn and Steve Martin.  Marchand Hovrud was absent and excused.

II. Flag Salute

· Mr. Henderson led the flag salute.

III. Recognition of Representatives

· DHS Boys Basketball represented by Assistant Coach Tony Henderson, Manager Jarrod Gibbons and seven of the Junior Varsity and Varsity players.

· Jennie Dickinson for the Columbia County Port District

· Anne Walsh representing Puget Sound Energy

· Chell Stoddard representing Renewable Energy Systems

· Doug Yenney representing the Columbia County Education Association

· Kellisa Owens, the High School ASB representative

· Holly Broderick as Athletic Director for the District

IV. Public Comment

· Jack Naylor noted our boys basketball team is awesome.

· Jarrod Gibbons said all the boys here are in support of the Head Boys Basketball Coach.  Gibbons noted the rumors going around town that the players do not support the coach are not true.

· Jennie Dickinson and Anne Walsh reviewed the economic benefits from the windmills.  

V. Additions or Changes to Agenda

· Approve the donation of Shoot-A-Way machine for the basketball programs

· Add coaches meeting report by Holly Broderick

· Schedule a board retreat

VI. Consent Agenda

· Board member Martin moved to approve the minutes for the December 5, 2007, correction to December 5, 2007 minutes to change the levy election date from 28th to the 19th; to approve warrants numbered 516925 through 517027 in the amount of $78,503.78 for the December bills in the General Fund; to approve warrants numbered 6787 through 6810 in the amount of $11,561.92 for the December bills in the ASB Fund; approve warrants numbered 517028 through 517101 in the amount of $364,313.77 for December payroll;  approve the surplus of Woodshop Items – table saw and panel saw;  approve the donation of a Shoot-A-Way machine by Broughton Land Company, Farm Bureau, State Farm, Dayton Mercantile, DHS Alumni Association and organized by Winton Lytle.  Motion carried.

VII. Reports

· Kellisa Owens, ASB Reporter, noted the FBLA College Fair was December 18; 12 colleges, as well as Army and Air Force representatives came.  Pep club met and made posters for Basket Ball. Honor society sent 7 boxes to African children.   Knowledge Bowl had a meet and are practicing. Youth and Government students are raking leaves and Mrs. Pryor is working on a grant to help with the cost of their trip to Olympia in the spring.  

· Principal Cornaggia, reviewed the grade equivalencies for Running Start students.  Principal Cornaggia noted that the District may not have done a thorough content analysis when varying from the 5 college credits to one high school credit that is suggested in the WACs.  The new equivalency recommendations remedy that situation.  Principal Cornaggia noted Running Start students need to take at least one composition and one literature class to meet their Junior and Senior year English requirements.  Mrs. Cornaggia noted our speech requirement is the exception because we are requiring the five credit Community College course to equal our speech course.  Principal Cornaggia reminded everyone that students always have an appeals process and if they are in a situation where they believe their schedule won’t work out, they can appeal it.  Board member Fritze noted the interpersonal relationships class does not have students speaking formally like the principles of speech does and are two very different classes.   Mr. Naylor agreed that they definitely need the formal speaking skills.  Mr. Stevens asked if we are adopting the 5 to 1 for all subjects, Principal Cornaggia replied yes other than the ones noted; recommendations are the class for this Junior class.

· Holly Broderick, Athletic Director, reported 19 coaches out of 22 showed up for the meeting.  Mike McGhan reviewed information on AED (Automated External Defibrillator) machine and where it is stored.  Ms. Broderick addressed compliance with WIAA coaching standards, how coaches can achieve those standards and set a deadline for coaches to update their current clock hour and first aid certificate information. Ms. Broderick also handed out information on coaching education opportunities and sign up for first aid and CPR classes.   The meeting also allowed time for general discussion on athletics by the coaches.  Superintendent Stewart added that one of the goals the board has is to improve extracurricular and it is to Ms. Broderick’s credit to get this done and get coaches going to clinics.  Mr. Stewart noted this is one step toward excellence in all areas.

· Superintendent Stewart reviewed his goals.  Mr. Stewart noted on the goal of passing the levy; he has met with the committee twice and is bringing a resolution from that committee to the Board tonight.  Superintendent Stewart reported for the goal to increase communication, the administrators and he have decided to go to training on more current communication strategies in order to change the District image and update their own personal skills.  Regarding Mr. Stewart’s biomass project, he is still waiting on the bond company; he is working on an interest free bond.  For the goal of updating the co-curricular activities; Mr. Stewart noted Ms. Broderick is working on the athletic portion with the coaches. Superintendent Stewarts Math WASL and community college placement test score improvement goals are being addressed through additional in-services for teachers.  Superintendent Stewart is still waiting for the Developmental Assets Survey results so that five can be picked to focus on.  Superintendent Stewart asked the Board for direction on setting up a Board Retreat; he suggested contacting Anne Golden who is an experienced board person and a WSDA presenter to have her do some training with the Board so it can have honest and open discussions and be a productive board.  The Board decided any Saturday in January would work and Mr. Stewart will check with Mrs. Golden to set a date.

· Mrs. Himmelberger reported on the historical cash flow for the month of November and reviewed the budget status for the General Fund, the Debt Service Fund, the ASB Fund, the Transportation Vehicle Fund, and the Agency Trust Funds for November 2007.  

VIII. Action Items

· Superintendent Stewart recommends the approval of Resolution 2007-2 for the Maintenance and Operation Levy.  Board member Strohbehn moved to approve Resolution 2007-2.  Motion carried. 
· Superintendent Stewart recommends the approval of Resolution 2007-3 for a four-year Technology Levy.  Board member Fritze moved to approve Resolution 2007-3.  Motion carried.
· Jude Cornaggia, High School Principal, recommends that the Grade Equivalencies of 5 college credit hours be equal to one high school graduation credit.  Board member Martin asked if the rules would apply to the current Running Start students; Principal Cornaggia said they would.  Board member Fritze noted she really appreciates what Principal Cornaggia is doing in getting a full description of the High School courses to compare to the Community College courses so there is a true comparison.  Ms. Fritze thanked the community members for getting involved and she recommends revisiting this again next year after the courses are evaluated.  Board member Martin moved to approve the proposed Grade Equivalencies.  Board member Martin amended his motion for this to be an interim step as the equivalencies are further evaluated across the programs and to revisit the equivalencies next year.  Amendment motion carried.  The motion carried as amended.
· Superintendent Stewart recommends the approval of Policy 2420 – Grading and Progress Reports.  Board member Fritze moved to approve Policy.  Motion carried.
IX. Public Comment

· Mrs. Stephens asked if Katie Stephens and Emily Fletcher could make their FFA presentation at a future meeting and Superintendent Stewart replied that would be fine. 

· Mr. Naylor thanked Principal Cornaggia and the Board for acting quickly on the grade equivalencies.  Mr. Naylor reminded the Board that the timing of grade equivalencies can affect students in the Running Start program and hopes they will consider that as they revisit the equivalencies next year.

· Mr. Stevens cited a report from US  News and World Reports regarding 18,000 high schools they studied in the United States.  One high school in top 100 in State of Washington is almost identical to Dayton High School, and that school has 100% of their students meeting the WASL requirements.  Mr. Stevens suggested the Dayton Schools look at other schools within the state that are similar to ours (like the school in this report) so we can start to bring the WASL scores up faster and meet the District’s obligation to our kids.  

X. Executive Session

· None.

XI. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

The next regularly scheduled board meeting will be on January 2, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. in the Administration Building Board Room.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Stewart, Secretary to the Board of Director
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